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Reflection

I created a three page self-assessment and progress tracking worksheet packet to help my 

students assess their writing in relation to the standard. They were to use the rubric to peer-assess 

their partners writing, then use that information to finish the worksheets. The students did not 

really appreciate the paperwork I was offering them at first, but by the end of the class I think 

they were starting to understand how this was relevant to them and with a little more routine, this 

will be a very helpful exercise for them because “self-assessment plays a significant role in 

developing self-perceptions that lead to greater motivation” (McMillan & Hearn, 2008).

One challenge to implementing the student peer/self-assessment and progress tracking 

worksheet was mentioned already - the students were not excited to see three sheets of paper 

they needed to fill out. It is a writing class, so they are expected to write, but they are used to 

writing stories and informational paragraphs, so it seemed difficult and boring to them at first. 

This challenge will be overcome in time. By the end of class they were doing well with their 

work. They started to see how it was relevant to their writing as they were filling out the error 

analysis. As this becomes a routine, that initial reaction will subside and the benefits of the 

exercise will become apparent to the students. Which leads into the next challenge.

Another challenge for implementing the student peer/self-assessment and progress tracking 

worksheet is making it routine. Implementing something like this without the students having 

experience with it was difficult. They needed a lot of explanation on how to fill out the forms, 

where to put mistakes, how to offer effective feedback and why they were doing this (Brooke, 

2013). The first time is the hardest time. Once the students get used to this, they will be able to 
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fill it in quickly and become more accurate. As they do that, and as they know it is coming, they 

will automatically start fixing their writing before the self-assessment process. That will be the 

entire point of this exercise, in my eyes. Once this becomes routine, then it will move onto 

second-nature. As they get accustomed to filling this worksheet out, they will start to natural fill 

it out in their head as they write causing them to edit their work as they go more effectively.

The benefits of this I have touched on already, as the students get used to the idea that they 

will need to assess their work, and their peers’, in relation to a rubric that has set out clear 

expectations, they will start to edit their work before having to fill out a worksheet. Once they 

internalize the process, they have really transferred the skill that is being taught here. “Self-

assessment is an essential component of cognitive and constructivist theories of learning and 

motivation” (McMillan & Hearn, 2008). They will eventually be able to assess their work in 

relation to certain expectations without the worksheet and without guidance from a teacher - 

which is the whole point of teaching. 

Even though it was a bit hard to begin with and there was a lot of explanation to start, this 

exercise is going to be a regular part of my teaching schedule because it helps students 

internalize the skills needed to self-assess their work. “Metacognition, which has been widely 

investigated and reported in both educational and psychological literature, involves the capacity 

to monitor, evaluate, and know what to do to improve performance” (McMillan & Hearn, 2008). 

Making this idea a routine will greatly benefit the students’ work and my ability to guide them to 

understanding.
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